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Agents for the SAle of Books pabllsbed by ilie A**^*pi Govornxicient* 


Aa«nts in indim. 


Cl 
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Spittk & Co. Colett«uu 
MmhJi W« NOwmaii & Co,« Caleotta. 
■sMift S. 1C* Lahtri & Co.» OJeutta. 


C 4 ) MmwS. a. M« and J. FevjpiaoQ* Ceylon. 

(5) Mown. R.Cambray 3 e Co.» 6 and S/s, Hastings Street, 
Calcutta. 


(6) Meesrs. rhompeon 8 e Co.. Madras. 

(7) Baba Hart Ram Dhar, a.A., Popular Ubrary, Dacca. 

(8J Vle«m.«ILB. Taraporevala Soon Co.. 103 Meadon 
btinet rort. Poet B o« No. iS^. Bombay. 

(9> The Indiaa School Supply Dep6t, 309. Bow Baser 
btrrec. Galcjtta. 

(to) Messrs. Rai M. C. Sarfcar Bahadur 4 b Sons, 90-oA, 
Hanwb Hoad. Calcutta. 


(is) Messss. StudeaU dtCo., Gooch B ihar. 

(is) Messrs. Van & Co., Madras. 

(13) The Standard Literature Co. Lixaitsdi sy-l. Old Ccgrt 
House Street, Calcutta^ 

<14) Tho Standard Book Stall, KairacliU 

(tS) Mr. Mangaldas Harkisandas, Surat. 

Id) Messrs. Kirsaudas, Narandis A Sous o£ Surat. 

(17) Munnhi Seeta Ram. Managing Proprietor, Indian Army 

Book Depot Juhi« Cownpore* 

(18) Propiietor, New Kitahkhaoa# Poona. 

(19) The Assodatiott Press, Calcutta. 

(so) The Manager, Tho HiUvada Ckaddock-«»Towa, Nagpur. 

(Si) Mevrs. Butterworth St Co,* (India) Limited. Post 
Boa 351, 6« Hastings Street;, Calcutta. 




Asrwntn In Oraat Britain. 


(r) M^^ere. Countable & Co., 10, Orange Street, Lmeester 
Square, VW.C. 

(S) Mmrs. Kegan Paul, Trench, Triibn^r 4 r Ce., d8-*-74, 
Miter Lane* E. C-, London, Oriental Department, 39, 
New Oxford Street, London, W. C. 

(3) Mr. B.Ouaritch, 1 1, Grafton Street, Mew Bond Street, W* 

(4) Meesrs. P. S. King St Son, 9, Bridge Street, Westmtae* 

ter, b. VV.» London. 


(S) Mr B ,H. Blackwell, 50 and 51, Broad Street, OaXord* 

Id) Messrs* Ueighton Bell St Co., Limited, Cambridge. 

(7) Mew«. Henry S« King A Co., 65, Cornhill, E. C., 
London. 


(8) Messrs. GrindUy St Co., 54» Pariinmsnt Streslh SL W. 

Londcn. 

(9) Mosers. W. Ikacker St Co., a, Oead Lane, London, B. C* 

(lo) Messrs. Lnsae St Co., 46^ Great Russell St^eo^ London 
IV. C. 

(it) Mr. J. Phthor Unwin, Limited s Adelpbie Terraos^ London, 
W. O. 

(f 3) Messrs. Weldon and Wesley Limited, a, 3 & 4, Aurthur 
Street, New Oxford Street, London, W. C. s. 

(13) Messrs. Oliver and Boyd, Fwoedale Court, Edinburg h« 

(S4> Messrs. K. Poosonby, Ltd., ltd, Gb-aftoQ Street, Dublin, 


(15} Messrs. East and West Limited, 3, Vicloria Street, London, S. W* t* 


Affwntn on tliw Contlnont of Buropn* 

(si R.* Parnest Lerous, s 8 . Rue Bonaparte, Par s. j (33 M. Otto Harrassowits, Lelpxig. 

(a) MM. FiioJldnder St Sobn ix, Carlstrasse, Berlin. j (4) Martiaus Nijhoft, 3 *he Hague. 
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No. 5787F.M. 


G. B. SOAMES, Esq., i.o.s., 

SECOND SBCaETAEY TO THE GOVEBNMENT OF AS5AV, 


To 

THE SECEETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT (CUSTOMS). 


Shillong, the 18/A Sejgtcmber 1923 * 

SlE, 

I AM directed to suTsmit for tlie information of the Government of I alia, 
a copy of the Report on the Administration of the Stamp Department in Assam for 
the three years ending the 31st March 1923. 


I have the honour to be, 

Sis, 

Tour obedient Servant, 

G. E. SOAMBS, 

Second Sectetary to iJie Government of Atsam. 




No. XB.-16— 118S. 


!Fb03I 


W. L. SCOTT, Esq., I.O.S., 

^ SUPERINTENDENT OF STAMPS, ASSAM, 


To 


THE SECOND SEORETABT TO THE GOVEBNMENT OE ASSAM. 


Shillong, the Itth August 1923. 


Impox 
and liuL 


riant clianges in tlie Law 
'.es. 


Sib, 

/ I HAYB iho honour to submit the Eeport on the Administration, of the 
Stamp Department in this proyinoe during the tciehnium ending the 81st March 
1928, toge^er with the prescribed statements. 

2. An important change in the law of stamp duties 
and court'fees was brought .about by the Assam Court-fees 
and Stamp (Amendment) Acts of 1922-28. 

8. The gross receipts from all classes of stamxMS during the triennium rose from 
. , .. Rs. 44,68,948 to Rs. 60,29,791 or 12*60 per cent, and 

mazuna zm s. revenue during the same period rose from 

Bs. 43,43,969 to Es. 48,75,008 or 12 22 per cent. 

4. Statement X.— Statement I appended to this report shows both the receipts 

and charges under the Stamp Act ^and Court-fees . Act 
during the last three years. It will be seen from the 

detailed on the 


Abstraofi of receipts and charges. 


Yair. 

General Btamps. 

ConrtFfee StamxiiB 

Beeeipte. 

Chargee. 

Xtieeelpts. 

ChATgee. 

1 

9 

8 

4 

6 

1920- 21 

1921- 22 ••• 

1922- 23 

Bb. 

4,71,024 

4,00,322 

6,23,072 

Bb. 

82,628 

28,906 

. 33,886 

Bb. 

12,36,669 

11.16,656 

12,82,068 

Bb. 

17,696 

20,479 

21,340 


margin that the receipts 
under both the Acts 
showed a noticeable increase 
during the year 1922-23. 
The charges were mainly 
for discount paid to vendors 
for sale of stamps. 


6. Statement II . — The sale-proceeds of court-fee stamps (excluding stamps for 

(co«rt.&.) rtunp.. to Es. 88,04^88 Magaiiut Es. 81,93.682 

^ in the preceding tnennium. Both the valleys ooirir&uted 
towards the increase. All the districts, except Cachar, Sibsagar and Garo Hills, 
shared the increase which is reported by the Divisional Commismoners to be duo 
chiefly to the introduction of the enhanced stamp duty. The decrease in receipt in 
Cachar is reported to be due to the decrease of litigation and also to the improved 
condition of the people who during the previous triennium had to pay a large amount 
of. process and penal fees on account of the non-payment of land revenue in due 
time. The decrease in the Garo Hills is attributed . to the institution of fewer civil 
suits as well as to a reduction in the number of judicial and revenue petitions. 

Eeceipts from Ihe sale of stamps for copies rose to Es. 1,70,436 from 
Es. 1,61,286 in the preceding Irienniuim 

- . Eeceipts from Idle sale of plain paper amounted to Es. 70,750. against 
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Statement JJrX.<— The total receipts from non-judioial stamps during the 
^ triezinium under report rose from Rs. .10,87,493 to 

3sr.«i.a»»i rtamp.. 38.94,418 or by 84-4p per oaat. 

The following figures show the variations during the past six years : — 


Year. 

Supeos. 

i 

Increase or 
decrease 
per cent. 

1 

® i 

1 

3 

1917-18 

• •• 

B • e 

• e« 

• e e 

a ■ • 

2,87,997 

— 

18-69 

1918 19 

s « • 

••• 

e e e 

- 

*aa 

8,12,874 


8-46 

1919-20 

• ee 

lie* 

e a • 


e • e 

4,87,125 

+ 

39-93* 

1920-21 

• et 

a • e 

see 

a 

e a a 

4,71,024 

+ 

[ 

7-7o 

1921-22 

e ■ « 

• • e 

e« ■ 

tee 

• aa 

4,00,822 

■ — 

1501 

1922-23 

• « • 

... 

• • e 

• a* 

e • • 

6,23,072 

+ 

80-66 


* Sevised* 


7. (a) Tmpreseed Receipts from this denomination of stamps rose 

from Rs. 9,77,944 to Rs. 13,12,898 during the trienniuin under report showing a 
noticeable increase of Rs. 8,34,454. There has been a progressive increase of revenue 
under this head to which both Divisions contributed. The highest . increase of 
Rs. 1.94,071 occurred in Sylhet followed by Kamrup, Oachar and Kowgong with 
noticeable increases of Rs. 8ii,855, Rs. 81.635 and ±to. 23,840, respectively, during 
the period under report. The increases in both the valleys are attributed partly to 
the introduction of the Amended Stamp Act and partly to the increased transactions 
in land and money owing to the improved condition of the people. 

8. (^b)JErundia or inland bills of exchange . — ^The revenue derived from this 
source amounted to Rs. 15 as against Rs. 8 in the preceding triennium. 

9. (c) Impressed stamps as defined in section 2(13) (a) of the Stamp Act.— 
The receipts under this head during the trienninm under report rose to Rs. 16,689 
as compared with Rs. 3,491 in the preceding triennium showing a noticeable increase 
of Rs. 13,198. Almost the whole of this increase occurred in the districts of SZhasi 
and Jaintia Hills and Kamrup, and is due to the sale of special adhesive stamps in 
connection with the stamping machine. 

10. (d?) Foreign hill stamps . — This denomination of stamps is not used in this 
province. 

11. (e) Stamps for legal practitioners* license s.~~^h.e revenue realised from 
the sale of this class of stamps showed an increase of Rs. 4.675. 

12. (/) Share transfer stamps . — The receipts increased from Rs. 509 to 
Rs. 6B4. 


Notarial stamps. — The sale-proceeds of these stamps amounted to 
Rs. 558 against Rs. 887 in the previous triennium. 

14. (A) Forms for cheques or receipts. — The receipts under this head rose from 
Rs. 2,983 to Rs. 8,415 during the period under review. 

16. Statement IV . — ^There was a further rise in the total number of stamp 

Arrangements for the uie of 7®“dors from 1,059 to 1,127. The ^Qount allowed 
stamps. ^ to vendors also increased by Rs. 18,808 on account of 

inoreased sales of stamps, etp^ 

16. Statement V. — The. total number of oases, dealt with by the Civil Courts 

Punitive eotion of the Court S.® trienuiui^ imder^ top^ fell from 1,676 to 

Sevenue oiBcers. .1,537 With a decrease. Of iRs. .810.,. lu the amounts realised 

/ : . . , as duty .and- pen^ty.. . Oaseh dSoided by the Revenue 

OfiSeprs during the! same period ihotom»d by 847 eud ' thd' duty aiud . penalty realised 
by such ofi^clera ptnounted to .Rs. 14,088 e^: against^ Rs^ ~ 0,7.7;8^^ preceding 

triennium ''(.<.3.i;..ah'iacrea;se. of Be. '5^205);. ’'■'f 









17. Statement VI . — The numher of stamp proseoutions instituted was 19 and 
X- ^ ' of persons prosecuted 19 as asainst 14i cases and 16 

amp proseoa ions an resn s. persons in the preceding triennium. The fines imposed 

amounted to Its. 298 as aga^pst Its. 61 and the namber of persons convicted was 15 
against 12. No rewards w^re distributed in the triennium ending the 31st March 
1923. 

Tn the Assam Valley Division there were 13 proseoutions for offences under 
the stamp laws resulting in the conviction of 10 persons, the total amount of fine 
being Us. 193 during the three years under report. 

In the Surma Valley and Hill Division 6 persons were brought to trial, of whom 
only one was acquitted. The total amount of fines imposed was Its. 105 as against 
Its: 16 in the preceding triennium. 


18. Statement The number of applications for probate and letters of 

.1 uti<» rf Oolui.™ jdmlnlsfaaHon was 61 against 48 in the preo^g 

in tdsting^ vftinfttion o£ ogtatss in trienmum and the number of enquiries inade to test the 
raspeet of which applications valuations rose from 167 to 245. The total amount of 
mJirnmstea- deficit duty reaped in oonsequeuoe of enquiries made was 
Bs. 8,160 against^ Its. 2,251 in the preceding triennium. 
The proportion borne by the deficit duty realised to the amount originally paid was 
82*38 per cent, as against 32*96 per cent, in the preceding three years. 

19. IBranduleni abstraction of courf~fee. labels from records and defalcation of 
stamps . — There were no such oases during the period under report. 


Obaerration of atamp lawa. 


20. The laws and rules were reported to have been duly 
observed during the triefinium under report. 


Your obedient Servant, 

’ W. D. SCOTT, 
Superintendent tf Stamps, Assam. 





STATEMENT I 


Alitraot of "Receipts and Chargee for the year ending the 81«^ March I933< 


— 

Becelpta. 

Charges. | 

- 1 

Net receipts. 

C^'St nf 
general 
supervi- 
sion. 

Cost of 
stamps and 
plain paper 
supplied 
from Central 
Ueput. 

Discoiiiit 
and establish- 
ment for 
sale of 
stamps. 

Refunds. 

other 

charges. 

H 

1 

a 

3 

4 

5 

6 

.7 

8 

9 

' 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 1 



Rs. 

Under the Stamp Act 

6.88,072 

26,284 

6,354 

j 2,197 

33.835 


• sc 

8,835 

Under the Court-fees Act ... 

12.82,058 

11,810 

8,609 

921 

21,340 


... 

17,771 

Total 

18,05.130 

37,084 

' 14.963 

1 

3,118 

66,175 

17,49,055 

• a. 

26,096 

Total of 1921-22 

15,16,878 

80,604 

{ 16,020 

2,760 

49,384 

14,67,694 

... 

21,666 

Total of 1920 -ai 

17 , 07,683 

35>S55 

mm 

2,677 

50,224 

i6.S7.4S9 

eea 

19.637 


STATEMENT II 


Showing details of the Receipts on account of Judicial stamps for the year ending the yist March 1923 


Districts. 

Sale of court* 
fee stamps. 

Sale of 
stamps 
for copies. 

Sale of plain 
paper used with 
court-fee 
labels. 

Miscellaneous 

receipts. 

Total. 

I 

3 

3 

4 

5 

6 



Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 


Rs. 

Surma Vcdley and Hill Division. 






Cachar ... 

e e • 

91,237 

4,675 

1,636 

•• • 

97,447 

Sj^lhet ••• 

% m m 

6,29,768 

28,800 

12,408 

••• 

6,70,561 

Khasi and Jaintia Hills 

• e « 

8,414 

1,048 

105 

■ e ■ 

9,567 

Naga Hills 

■ • ■ 

3,918 

32 

6 

• • tf 

8,956 

Lusbai „ 

see 

1,000 

20 

10 

... 

1,030 

Total 

• « • 

7,34l837 

84,075 

14,149 

• s • 

7,82,681 

Assam Valley Division^ 







Goalpara 

« ■ • 

1,08,447 

6,225 

1,965 

« • « 

1,16,627 

Kamrup 


1,13,662 

6,735 

2,205 

• SB 

1,22,602 

Darrang 


46,888 

2,218 

682 

see 

49,788 

Nowgong 


48,297 

981 

840 

• •• 

50, US 

Sibsagar 

• •• 

82,862 

4,983 

1,605 

• s 1 

89,890 

Lakhimpur 

■ « « 

68,176 

1,876 

997 

SI* 

61,048 

Garo Hills 

• • • 

2,481 

455 

82 

... 

2,968 

Total ... 

••• 

4,60,762 

28,428 

8,876 

• •• 

4,92,661 

Manipur ... 

fe « « 

6,811 

185 

. * • 

• •• 

6,946 

Grand Total . . 


12,01,900 

67,638 

22,626 

■ • • 

12,82,058 



1.0,3:9,986 

54,800 


* * * 

11^16,655 



ii,53jOb8 j 

’ 58,062 

a5*649 

• . . 
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STATEMENT III 


Shoioing detaiU ofReeeijtta of Non-Jitdieial atampafor the year ending the 3l«# March 1923. 


Diitrlcti. 

Impressed stamps. 

1 

cS 

*s 

1 

& 

1 

Impressed stamps as defined in section 
2 (i 3 )(a) of the Btunp Act. 

Foreign Bill stamps. 

1 

0 

1 

1 

B 

Share transfer stamps. 

■ 

Stamps for Legal Practitioners* 
Ucenses, 

Notarial stamps. 

1 | 

is 

i 

1 

s 

1 

OB 

1 

i 

1 

n 

a 

1 

s 

Total. 

1 

s 

3 

4 

5 

6 

B 

Bi 

B 

.0 

II. 

IS 

>3 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Surma T alley and, Sill 













Siviaion, 













Cachar 

51,662 

••• 




23 

846 

78 

aaa 

92 

976 

58,676 

Sylhet 

2,77,014 

aa « 

mrnm 


“ 1 “ 

... 

6,208 

98 

aaa 

284 

6.017 

2,87,671 

Khasi and Jaintia Hills... 

7,679 

■ a. 

8,817 

• a. 

• s s 

... 

... 

• aa 

••• 

28 

... 

16,617 

Naga Hills 

417 

a«« 

mmm 



. . . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

417 

Lushai „ ... 

624 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

71 

1 ... 

... 

... 

696 

Total V. 

8.37,186 

... 

8,817 

... 

• •• 

23 

6,058 

247 

... 

354 

6,993 

8,68,e76~ 

Assam Volley Division, 






B 







Goalpara 

23,680 

... 

296 


... 


1,100 



147 

480 

25,668 

Kamrup 

42,630 

a . . 

5,065 


asa 

••• 

1,690 


. . • 

97 

1,423 

60,905 

Darrang 

12,800 

a .« 

aaa 


aao 


345 

... 

• a. 

97 

1,897 

16,189 

Novvgong 

22,278 

. * . 


... 

ate 

a ts 

282 

... 

... 

44 

400 

28,004 

Sibsagar ... 

26,416 

... 

692 


ass 


1,272 

... 

... 

191 

901 

28.473 

Lakhimpur ... ••• 

16,818 

2 


aaa 

ass 

, 628 

667 

a aa 

... 

1U3 

1,181 

19,197 

Garo Hills 

1,263 

aaa 

... 


• aa 

... 

... 


... 

6 

68 

1,327 

Total 

1,44,883 

2 

6,053 

... 

... 

628 

6,256 

... 

... 

685 

6,290 

1.68,699 

Manipur... 

697 

m 

m 

m 

... 

m 

■m 

m 

... 

a 

HI 

697 

Grand Total 

4,83,771 


14,870 

• s a 

2!,000(a) 

551 


247 

... 

1,039 

12,283 

6^23,072 

Total of 1921-22 

3,»0,020 

13 

973 

aaa 

2l,000(a) 

43 

10,693 

137 

47 

l,3t'5 

7,092 

4,00, 323^ 

Total of 1920-21 

4 . 49 .C 07 

■ 

847 

... 

2I,000(CJ) 

40 

10,795 

174 

B 

1.071 

8,490 

■ 4 , 71,024 


(a) Share of unified stamp revenue in Aisaixi. 
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STATEMENT IV. 

ArrangemenU for the vend of stamps during the gear- ending the 31st March 1923. 
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STATEMENT V, 


Insufficiently stamped or unstamped instruments on which duty and penalty were levied by Civil 
Courts and Collectors during the year ending the March ig 23 « 


By courts or persons receiv-| 
ing evidence under section 
35 of Act 11 of 1899. 


Districts. 


Number of 
cases dealt 
with. 


.Duty and 
penalty 
realised. 


By Collectors under 
sections 32, 37, 4.0, and 
4X of Act U of 1899. 


Number of 
cases dealt 
with. 



Rs. 


Rs. 

29 

418 

71 

658 

02 

a • • 

a * • 

• •• 

554 

a • • 

• •• 

866 

• •e 

■ • • 

4,463 

• ■ • 

■ • • 

121 

mm 

987 

5 , 021 " 

58 

j 

1 

883 

7 


28 

206 

150 


44* 

265 



S6 

210 

27 


127 

825 

18 


62 

410 

160 


9 

58 

• • • 


864* 

2,846 

868 

2,796 

... 

a a * 

••• 

■ a • 

485 

8,318 

1,805 

7,816 

662 

8,988 

6454 

8,802 

480 1 

1 4,062 

707 

8,865 


Surma Valley and Kill Division. 


Cachar 

Sylhet 

Khasi and Jaintia Hills 
Naga Hills 
Lushai „ 


Total 

Assam Valley Division. 


Goalpara 

Kamrup 

Darrang 

Nowgong 

Sibsagar 

Lakhimpur 

Garo Hms 


Manipur 


Total 

. • • • 

Grand Total 
Total of ig 2 i ’22 
Total of 1920-21 
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STATEMENT VI. 


Stamp proaecitiions, and reanlta during the pear ending tie ^lat March 1923. 


■ ■ ■ ■ 

Number 
of cases 
instituted. 

Numberof persons-— - ■ 




Districts. 

Brought 
to trial. 

Convicted. 


j^L ino uilt 
of fines 
imposed* 

Amount 
of rewards 
disbursed. 

Bern arks. 

T 

2 . 

3 

4 

5 


7 

8 

Burma F alley ^ and Hill 
Division* 

Cachar .... 

■ 

s • • 

• ft • 


a a • 

RSa 

... 

Bs. 

a a • 

■ 

Sylhet 

2 

2 

1 

1 

5 

• f ft 


Khasi and.jaintia Hills ... 

• « • 

ft a ft 

a a a 

• a • 

• a a 

ft ft ft 


Naga HUls .,. 

% • • 

ft « ft 

... 

a a a 

• •• 

a a • 


Lushai „ ... 

ft ■ ■ 

ft • ft 

a .« 

ft ft ft 


ft ft ft 


Total 

2 

2 

1 

1 

6 

ft ft ft 

a 

Aaaam Valleg Diviaion. 

Goal para. . ... 

« ■ ft 

a a a 

a a a | 



ft ■ ft 


Kamrup .... 

8 

3 

8 

• a • 

16 0 

• a* 


Darrang . 

ass 

sa a 1 

• as 

a a • 

■ a a 

ft ft ft 


Nowgong ... ... 

• ■ • 

• s • 

• a a 

a a a 

a a a 



Sibsagar ... ... 

ass 

a a • 

« a ■ 

• as 

1 .. •«• 

.a. 


Lakhimpur ... - ... 

a a a 

a a a 

a a a 

a • • 

a a a 

• •■ 


Garo mils ■ ... 

a a a 

a a a 

a a a 

a a a 

9 

• •• 

a a a 


Total 

3 

8 

8 

a a a 

160 

ft ft ft 


Manipur 

... 

• •• 

ft ft ft 

a « a 

a a • 

i 

i 

a a a 


Grand Total ... 

6 

5 

4 

1 

105 

««• 

ft 


Total of 1921-22 ... 

6 

5 

8 

2 

64 

a a a 


Total of 1920-21 ... 

9 

9 

8 

1 

69 

• •• 
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STATEMENT VII 

Showing the fetult of aetion talten by Collectors to test the valuation of estates for which applications 
for probate and letters of administration were put in during the gear ending the Blst Mareh 1923. 


Districts. 


Number' Number of 

ofenauiries cases reported 
pending at to Collector, 
the begin* section 19H of 
ning of the the Court-fees 
year. Act. 



Amount of 
deficit court* 
fees required. 


Penalty. 



Assam Vcdleg 
Division. 
Goalpara 
Kamnip 
Darrang 

Nowgong ... 

Sibsagar ... 

Lakhimpur 
Garo Hills ... 

Total ... 

Manipur ... 

Grand Total ... 

Total of 1921-22 

Totid of 1920-21 



SBitEOM I and poUished by &. E. Euro, Supadnieiideni, Gorenuaent Plcess t 

(rfa.) XTo. 96-*'U5-bl*-21-9*198S. 


Remarks. 










































